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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


SN 


VANCOUVER, CANADA 


Nove 14-1916 


R.A.-Falconer, Esq., 
President ,University of Toronto, 
Toronto,ont. 
My dear President Falconer: 


Our University opened its doors to students in 
September ,1915. Owing to the war, we have limited 
ourselves in the provision of courses in Applied 
Science to the first two years, with the exception of 
chemical engineering, in which a full four years course 
is provided and civil and mining engineering in which 
three years are provided. 


We, as in certain other Canadian Universities, 
give, during the first two years of Applied Science, 
i.e.,the various branches of engineering, identical 
courses to all the students, except in chemistry and 
architecture. Under separate cover, we are sending you 
a copy of this year's calendar. 


We are writing at the present time in order to 
know under what conditions you would receive our students 
at the completion of one, two or three years of work in 
this institution, as the case may be. Until after the 
war, we do not wish to undertake the completion of 
these courses. It is not merely a matter of expense to 
the University but particular opportunities have been 
provided for overseas service for those who have familiar- 
ized themselves with the various branches of engineering. 
This leaves us without applicants in the fourth year and 
practically so in the third year. We shall be glad to 
be placed in touch with the proper officer or mechanism 
of your University so that we may know under exactly 
what conditions our students would be received. 


When the University of British Columbia began work 
a year ago, the two years work in Applied Science already 
given by McGill University College, was continued, that 
institution going out of existence when the University 
opened its doors. We have made numerous additions to 
our staff and you will understand that we are better pre- 


ReAeH.-2- 


pared to give these first two years at the present time than 
was the old institution whose students were freely received 
at McGill University and who succeeded in giving a good 
account of themselves in competition with others who had 
been trained elsewhere. 


It may be of interest to you to know that beginning 
September,1917, all students are required to complete one 
year's work in Arts before being admitted to the four years 
engineering courses. 


We should appreciate an early answer and a Committee of 
our Engineering Faculty will be glad to give further details 
to any officer or committee of your University to whose 
hands this matter may be committed. 


Yours sincerely, 
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ALVaACIVE Answer 


University of Toronto 


TORONTO, CANADA it 


FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING Dec. 2nd, 1916 


The President, 
University of Toronto. 
Dear Mr. President:- 
Regarding the communication from President 

Westbrook I am directed by Council to state that the same 
treatment will be extended to undergraduates from the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia as is now extended to those from 
McGill and Queen's Universities, which is as follows:- 

Students who have fulfilled all the requirements 
for promotion to the next higher year will be admitted freely 
to that year by this Faculty: those who present certificates 
with conditions attached will be treated as special cases and 
the question decided on its merits. 

President Westbrook's letter is returned herewith. 


Yours truly, 


Secretary 
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tish Coluntia the sare treatgent as tis given to 
those stujeaots who core to us from McGill and cueed's Universities, 
which is as follows':- 
Students who have fulfiilied all the 
requirements for promotion to the next higher year will be 
almivied treeiy to that year by thia faculty; those who 
presen. cervificates with conditions sttachsa will be tresied 
23 SpeciaL cases ani the auestion jgecided on its werits. 
I way gay that the only assurance thai we 
shail wish to have in the case of any student jis that he is not 
leaving you for any such cause that you could not recommend us to 
receive big. 
Vitn kind 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


VANCOUVER, CANADA 


Dee. 16-1916 


ReA-Falconer, Esq., 
President, The University of Toronto, 
Toronto ,Ontario. 


Dear President Faleoner: 


I presume that you, even to a 2 great éxtent than 
I have been flooded with voluminous manuscript and other 
communications from the Royal Colonial Institute, the 
Universities Bureau, the Future Career Association, the 
University Tutorial Press, etc.ete., a11 of which I find 


on my desk this morning. 


We find that @ real interest has been developed 
in Imperial matters but I cannot personally see that 
anything very useful will be arrived at by the gathering 
together of groups of men and educationists in Great 
Britain and the sending out of such voluminous documents 
unless some arrangement can be made whereby Canadians 
Australians and others who really know the existing con- 
ditions and the problems of the outlying Dominions can 
be brought into personal touch with these men wh9 are so 
willing and yet frequently so ill informed. 


I am writing to you because you know old country 
conditions so well. It seems to me that tne Royal Col- 
onial Institute in its Imperial Studies could do very 
much more in the giving of effective courses which would 
place the real problems before the people of Great Britain, 
if men like yourself, the late» C.C.James, Sir George 
Foster, Sir Thomas White, Adam Shortty<ecould be utilized. 
All of these volunteer agencies are working more or less 
at cross purvoses and in the dark. 


I have felt that one of the big problems, perhaps 
the most important problem which we now face, is official 
state coordination of Imperial training mechanisms,whereby 
schools, technical institutions, continuation schools, 
colleges and universities could be, to some extent stand- 
ardiged and made to cooperate. These days of instantan- 
eous communication and rapid transit bring with them re- 


Sponsibilities and opportunities such as never existed. 


No boy or girl or young man or young woman knows where, Alia 
within or without the Empire, he or she is to find thede tha 
life's work. The boy who begins his education in Nova 
Scotia may continue it in Ontario or Saskatchewan, com- 
plete it in British Columbia and find that his field of 
life's work is in London, or in Sydney or in Cape Town. 

The Motherland has shown herself so incapable of prepar- 

ing her young people for actual practical life, in the 

past, that she certainly needs some help and even guidance 
in her preparation for the future. She has sent her very 
best and they have been well trained too, to India and 
Egypt but we do not get the same kind in the Dominions 

and she does not get the same results at home. 


Cannot something be done? If nothing can be done at 
onee, could we not take up this matter for consideration 
at our next University conference? I realize the dif- 
ficulties of discussing state control and coordination 
of training mechanisms, even in Canada, at such a con- 
ference, where as yet only a few of our institutions are 
state institutions. However, the handwriting is pretty 
plain that in the long run the state must intervene and 
if so, why not set out considering how it may be done 
and how privately endowed institutions may be related to 
the state for the benefit of all the people and with a 
due regard for the rights of the individual institution. 


As President of our University Conference and because 
I know that you are thinking about these same matters,I 
have ventured to write you a note. Careful consideration 
of all these matters and the formulation of a plan cannot 
be evaded. Why not see,if it is not possible for us in the 
study of plans*for the Dominion to help the Empire, even if 
we have not been invited to do so. The hopelessness by 
any series of letters of getting into touch with the men who 
are so anxious to do things in the 014 country was borne 
in upon me this morning in attempting to get abreast of 
my correspondence. 


I put together some notes which I used sometime ago 
before the Calgary and High River Peacher's Association. 
I am taking the liberty of enclosing them in case you 
should care to look them over. I should be glad if you 
would return it to me. Of course, it was intended for 
a semi-popular talk. 


Yours very truly, 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


VANCOUVER, CANADA 


June 14-1917 


Sir Robert A.Falconer, 
President ,University of Toronto, 
Toronto Ontario. 
My dear Sir Robert: 


Since I saw you, I heard something which 
pleased me very greatly, namely thet the Empire 
has seen fit to recognize your splendid work and 
the institution of which you are President. I 
hasten to offer you congratulations. I do not 
know when I have been so pleased. 


I wonder if you will find yourself 
travelling in this neighbourhood this summer. If 
so, we shall look forward with a great deal of 
pleasure to seeing you. 


With kindest regards to you and Lady 
Falconer, I an, 


Yours sincerely, 


Sie ae 
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